
Emergency Locksmith Prices: What You Need 
to Know Before You Call
Getting locked out of your home, office, or vehicle can be stressful and even dangerous 

depending on the situation. That’s when emergency locksmith services become essential. 

However, understanding how much these services cost can help you avoid being overcharged 

or taken advantage of in a vulnerable moment.

This comprehensive guide will walk you through everything you need to know about 

emergency locksmith prices what affects the costs, and how to ensure you’re getting a fair 

deal.

1. What Is an Emergency Locksmith?

An emergency locksmith is a professional who provides lock and key services during non-

standard hours—typically evenings, nights, weekends, and holidays. These situations may 

include:

Lockouts (home, car, or office)
Broken keys in locks
Stolen or lost keys
Jammed or malfunctioning locks
Burglary repairs or urgent lock replacements

Emergency locksmiths are available 24/7 and often respond quickly to distress calls, which 

contributes to the higher service cost compared to regular locksmith services.

2. Average Emergency Locksmith Prices

Emergency locksmith costs vary widely depending on several factors, but here is a general 

breakdown of average prices in 2025:
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Service Type Average Cost (USD)

Home Lockout $75 – $250

Car Lockout $60 – $200

Lock Rekeying $50 – $150 per lock

Lock Replacement $100 – $300 per lock

Key Extraction (Broken Key) $75 – $150

Emergency Call-Out Fee (after hours) $50 – $150

Note: Prices may be higher in urban areas or during extreme weather.

3. Factors That Affect Emergency Locksmith Pricing

a. Time of Day

Services requested late at night, on weekends, or during holidays usually come with a 

premium due to the inconvenience and urgency.

b. Location

Remote or difficult-to-access locations may incur higher travel fees. Locksmiths in large cities 

may also charge more due to demand and operational costs.

c. Type of Lock

Standard locks are usually less expensive to unlock or repair than high-security locks or 

electronic keypads, which may require specialized tools and expertise.

d. Type of Service

Simple services like opening a locked door cost less than more complex tasks like replacing 

high-security locks or reprogramming key fobs.

e. Call-Out or Trip Fee

This is a flat fee many locksmiths charge just for coming to your location. It’s usually added to 

the total service cost.



4. Avoiding Scams and Overcharges

Unfortunately, emergency locksmith services can attract dishonest operators. Here’s how to 

protect yourself:

Get a quote in writing before the locksmith starts work.
Check reviews and ratings online.
Ask for credentials—licensed and insured locksmiths are more trustworthy.
Beware of too-low prices—advertised rates like "$19 lockout service" are often bait-and-
switch tactics.
Pay attention to the company name and whether the locksmith arrives in a marked 
vehicle with company ID.

5. Tips to Save Money on Emergency Locksmith Services

Keep a spare key in a secure place or with a trusted neighbor.
Use a smart lock with remote unlocking capabilities.
Enroll in roadside assistance if your need is vehicle-related—they often include lockout 
services.
Call your insurance provider—some policies cover emergency locksmith services.

6. DIY vs. Professional Locksmith: Is It Worth It?

In moments of desperation, some people try to pick their own locks or break a window. While 

this may seem like a quick fix, it often leads to more expensive repairs. Hiring a professional 

ensures:

The job is done quickly and safely
There’s no additional damage
You maintain your security integrity

7. How to Choose the Right Emergency Locksmith

When choosing an emergency locksmith:

Look for 24/7 availability
Choose companies with verified Google reviews
Ask about guarantees or warranties
Ensure they are licensed and insured

It’s a good idea to save the number of a trusted locksmith in your phone contacts in case of 

emergencies.

Conclusion

Emergency locksmith services are a lifesaver when you're locked out or facing a security 

issue. While the prices can be higher than regular locksmith services, understanding the cost 



structure and knowing what to expect can help you make informed decisions and avoid being 

overcharged.

Always choose a reputable, licensed professional, and don’t hesitate to ask for a detailed 

quote before agreeing to any service. Being prepared and educated on emergency locksmith 

prices can turn a stressful situation into a manageable one.


